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BarlowBarlow

Legal efforts to keep the old boat floating are taking three 
forms: a frenzy of deck chair rearrangement, stern warnings 
to the passengers that if she goes down, they will face harsh 
criminal penalties, and serene, glassy-eyed denial. 

“The Economy of Ideas,” Wired, 1994

Intellectual property law cannot be patched, retrofitted, or 
expanded to contain digitized expression any more than 
real estate law might be revised to cover the allocation of 
broadcasting spectrum (which, in fact, rather resembles 
what is being attempted here). We will need to develop an 
entirely new set of methods as befits this entirely new set 
of circumstances.
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BarlowBarlow

Since I write a column on intellectual property, my attention 
was naturally caught by the words "everything you know 
about intellectual property is wrong" on the cover of the 
March issue of Wired magazine.

The full title of the article is "The Economy of Ideas; a 
framework for rethinking patents and copyrights (everything 
you know about intellectual property is wrong)" by John 
Perry Barlow, who is, according to a short blurb 
accompanying the article, "a lyricist for the Grateful Dead."   

Ed Hore, “Will the 'information highway' 
make IP obsolete?,” Lawyers Weekly

BarlowBarlow

The thesis of the article, as far as I can make out, is that 
copyright and patent laws are outmoded because they are 
based on physical embodiments of ideas, and are 
meaningless in the age of high-tech when everyone sends 
digitized information back and forth over the Internet (or 
information superhighway or whatever you call it).

Ed Hore, “Will the 'information highway' 
make IP obsolete?,” Lawyers Weekly

In the end I concluded only that Mr. Barlow must have 
consumed more than his share of prohibited substances 
while writing all those Grateful Dead lyrics.
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A.D. 200? – Towards a secure Internet

legal boundary

Shaping the orange blobShaping the orange blob

•• LawsLaws
•• NormsNorms
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•• NormsNorms
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A.D. 200x? – Towards a trusted Internet

legal boundary

Shaping the orange blobShaping the orange blob

•• LawsLaws
•• NormsNorms
•• CodeCode

-- change the networkchange the network
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Shaping the orange blobShaping the orange blob

•• LawsLaws

•• CodeCode
-- change the networkchange the network
-- change the nodeschange the nodes

antianti--circumventioncircumvention
provisionsprovisions

mandated standardsmandated standards
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Do we care who makes the boundaries?
Do we care what kind of boundaries they are,
which is to say what the boundaries are built of?

Should the arms race have a referee?

legal boundaries
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can the open coexist can the open coexist 
with the closed?with the closed?
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